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them, but I am sure she would be most interested
in it and would love to have it signed by you and
dated, to put by until he grows up. You have hit
one nail on the head in it in a wonderful way.
What you poetically term my ' ascetic way of living'
certainly has great compensations. I think that
something I might call the ' subconscious self'
develops only at the expense of your body—of course
with the consent and desire of your will. To develop
it, it is necessary to cut yourself off from a great deal
of human intercourse, to work hard and eat little, and
as your subconscious self emerges, it comes more and
more in tune with the subconscious soul of the world,
in which lie all the beauties and subtleties you
speak of.
I think, too, that any friendships worth having
have their roots on this plane: and, too, that this is
the secret of the monastic orders and of the hermits
and philosophers from the beginning of the world,
especially of the Eastern mystics.
It used to puzzle me so when I read of girls—like
Maud's sisters—becoming Carmelite nuns, and I could
never see either the sense or the use of it. Since I
have been here I understand it absolutely, and I know
that for people with a vocation the compensation
far outweighs the things you give up.
You ask me if the flowers last. They are wonder-
ful. One lily—I threw it away on Monday—lasted
one month and two days. I think it knew that I love'd
it. I am always going to keep a flower or leaf in water
from one visit to another.
I am glad that I am President of so many things t
I should always advise societies to choose their presi-
dents from among jail-birds, as presidents are always
such a bore and so in the way on committees! I
always rather liked taking the chair, for the fern of

